Quidditas
Volume 11

Article 35

1990

Review Essay: A. F. Allison and D. M. Rogers, The Contemporary
Printed Literature of the English Counter-Reformation between

1558 and 1640, Vol. 1 of Works in Languages Other Than English
Eugene R. Cunnar
New Mexico State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/rmmra
Part of the Comparative Literature Commons, History Commons, Philosophy Commons, and the
Renaissance Studies Commons

Recommended Citation
Cunnar, Eugene R. (1990) "Review Essay: A. F. Allison and D. M. Rogers, The Contemporary Printed
Literature of the English Counter-Reformation between 1558 and 1640, Vol. 1 of Works in Languages
Other Than English," Quidditas: Vol. 11 , Article 35.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/rmmra/vol11/iss1/35

This Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Quidditas by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more information, please
contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

BOOK REVIEWS

producing Troilus and Cressida. Having written about Measure for Measure, I was
especially keen to read the ninth essay, but Honigmann mainly tries to show the
interweaving and the enlarging of the generic boundaries in many of Shakespeare's
other works. The penultimate essay on stage directions renews Honigmann' s penchant for textual criticism. These essays will be most useful to graduate students
and professors.
Paul R. Thomas
Brigham Young University
A. F. Allison and D. M. Rogers, The Contemporary Printed Literature ofthe English
Counter-Reformation between I558 and I640, Vol. 1 of Works in Languages Other Than
English, Gower Publishing/Scolar Press, 1989.
John O 'Malley, ed., Catholicism in Early Modern History: A Guide to Research,
Center for Reformation Research, 1988.
The two works under review here represent part of a resurgence of interest in
Catholic Counter-Reformation studies. For the past twenty or so years the main
interest in Renaissance theology has focused on the various aspects, problematics,
and influences of the Protestant Reformation. Only recently has the imbalance
begun to be addressed; this is signally important for producing a balanced view of
Renaissance theology. Both of these works make a significant contribution to
Counter-Reformation scholarship. The bibliographical work by A. F. Allison and
D. A. Rogers continues the important work of their previous volume A Catalogue

of Catholic Books in English Printed Abroad or Secretly in England I558-I640 (1956).
Perhaps of all the studies on the Counter-Reformation in England, this work has
made it possible to think in terms of an English Counter-Reformation. Their current volume will enable scholars to continue in-depth studies based on primary
bibliographical work.
The catalogue is composed of religious works written by English Catholics in
languages other than English. Some 1600 of these works are recorded and, where
necessary, annotated. The volume includes several useful indexes: publishers and
printers, chronological, proper names, and addenda and corrigenda. The compilers have read each work listed and often include notes for the work. Location as
well as number of copies are noted: By identifying fictitious imprints, variant editions and by listing anonymous and pseudonymous works, the compilers provide
important information that will help scholars fill out the printing and publishing
history of English Catholicism. Entries are recorded for such well-known English
Catholic figures as Edmund Campion, George Conn, Christopher Davenport,
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and William Fitch (Benet of Canfield), but the volume also contains a wealth of
entries for lesser-known and anonymous figures, thus helping to fill out the picture
of English Catholicism. There is a wide range of types of work that run from
full-length theological or meditational treatises, petitions to royalty, and legal
documents to missals and breviaries. All in all this work is an exemplary bibliography. Its importance lies in what it reveals about English Catholicism in the period
covered, including the extent to which each issue was commented on. Moreover,
many of the works were written either for a European audience or in Europe for an
English audience. Although many of the works cited are minor in and of themselves,
together they show just how extensive the awareness was over the plight of English
Catholics and reveal some of the impact Catholicism had on English culture, politics, and life and vice-versa. When the material from this volume is placed with
Allison and Roger's original Catalogue (and the material to come in the second
volume) , scholars will be able to draw a much more accurate picture of Catholic
life in England, including more detailed knowledge of how Catholics felt about
loyalty oaths, bans on worship, and debates between regulars and Jesuits. We can
only await the expected second volume, which will be a revision and expansion of
the original Catalogue.
The second volume under review is a companion and counterpart volume to
Stephen Ozment's Reformation Europe: A Guide to Research (1982) that attempts to
survey the state of research in Catholic Counter-Reformation studies in a wideranging approach. In his introduction, O 'Malley explains the purpose and content
of the collection, stating that his principle of inclusion was determined first by
importance of topic and second by new methodologies in a given area. Moreover,
O'Malley provides a useful overview of the state of research in Catholic CounterReformation studies, including assessments of major problems and the quality of
scholarship. There are sixteen essays in the volume, covering the following topics:
the extent of Catholic reform in Germany (Robert Bireley), Spain (William S.
Maltby), France (Pierre Bier), the British Isles (Martin]. Havran), and the PolishLithuanian Commonwealth (Jerzy Kloczowski); popular piety (Peter Burke); the
role of women in the Counter-Reformation (Kathyrn Norberg); the Jesuits
(John Patrick Donnelly); spirituality (Massimo Marcocchi); missionary work
(John W. Witek) ; the Council of Trent (Giuseppe Alberigo); CounterReformation doctrine and theology (Jared Wicks); the Inquisition (Agostino
Borromeo); liturgy (Niels Krogh Rasmussen); preaching (Peter Bayley); and schools
and catechetical instruction (Paul F. Grendler). Each essay attempts to survey the
.scholarship and problems within the topic and to provide a precise bibliography.
Moreover, each essay points to areas of future research needed within its scope. To
this extent, the volume is successful and well worth the scholar's attention. One
regrets only that more topics, such as literature, theater, and art, could not have
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been included. The essays by Havran, Burke, Norberg, Marcocchi, Alberigo,
Wicks, Rasmussen, Bayley, and Grendler should be of particular interest to
nonspecialists.
For any scholar interested in Catholic Counter-Reformation studies, these
two studies will be invaluable and should help address a major historical lacuna in
Renaissance studies.

Eugene R. Cunnar
New Mexico Scace University
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